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A certain French f lair
Daniel-François-Esprit Auber’s 

opera overtures
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Daniel-François-Esprit AUBER (1782–1871)
Overtures
Le Maçon • Le Timide
Le Séjour militaure
La Neige • La Bergère châtelaine
Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice
Dario Salvi

Daniel-François-Esprit Auber’s music radiates both his amiable personality and the Parisian elegance of his 
times. The huge success of his operas resulted in a popularity for these overtures that rivalled that of Rossini, 
who was an early influence. Auber’s brilliant and energetic style infuses tales of romance both rustic and 
aristocratic, with moods ranging from dramatic heroism to dashing ballroom dances – all portrayed with the 
signature charm that made him a standard bearer of musical stylishness and good taste. Auber’s opera La 
Sirène can be found on Naxos 8.660436. This is part of a project to record all the overtures to his 31 opéras-
comiques, seven opéras, three drames lyriques and seven other stage works.

Key Features:
● Daniel-François-Esprit Auber was a leading composer of French opera from the 1820s onwards and was 

enormously popular in his day, but aside from the hit opera Fra Diavolo there are few recordings of his music 
currently available, and most of the overtures and incidental music recorded here are world premieres performed 
from archive sources. 

● This collection of overtures follows on from another world premiere, our recording of Auber’s La Sirène (8.660436) 
released in April 2019. This was considered ‘engaging and entertaining… David Reiland secures bright and 
breezy playing from his appropriately named Orchestre des Frivolités Parisiennes’ by Gramophone, and ‘a really 
recommendable release’ by Pizzicato.

● Conductor Dario Salvi specializes in the restoration and performance of rare works, in particular those of 
Meyerbeer and Auber. His Naxos recording of Sacred Works by Meyerbeer (8.573907) was considered ‘a good 
candidate for ‘find of the month,’ for it shows Meyerbeer’s originality from a very early age’ in Barnes & Noble.

● The Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice is regarded as one of the world’s leading representatives 
of Czech musical culture, and has recorded extensively for various labels. Their numerous Naxos albums include 
symphonies by Leopold Koželuch (8.573872) ‘delivered with a sense of charm and grace that will have you wanting 
to get out of your chair and dance!’ (iClassical); Michael Haydn’s symphonies (8.573498) played ‘with informed period 
style and impeccable taste, and spotless technical polish’ (Fanfare); and their recording of Cimarosa’s Overtures 
(8.573459) was considered ‘one of the best Naxos releases I’ve heard in a while and should make my list of 2017 
favorites’ by Classical Candor.

8.574005
Price Code: NXP

Playing Time: 64:50
Release Date:  
13 Dec 20197 47313 40057 7

Includes
WORLD PREMIERE 
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Daniel-François-Esprit Auber

Listen to an excerpt from
Le Séjour militaire: Overture

https://soundcloud.com/naxosmusic/8574005track07part
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About Dario Salvi
Dario Salvi is a Scottish-Italian orchestral conductor and researcher specialising in the restoration and 
performance of rare works. His main areas of interest are Viennese music and works by Meyerbeer and 
Auber. Salvi has conducted symphonic works, opera and operettas across Europe and the US as well as 
in prestigious venues such as the Royal Opera House Muscat, Oman. His passion is the rediscovery and 
performance of never-before-heard masterpieces by the likes of Suppé, Meyerbeer, Rumshinsky, Genée, 
Auber, and many others.

‘

’

Daniel-François-Esprit Auber is, 
together with Jacques Offenbach, 

the main exponent of French comic 
opera. With more than 40 operas 

to his name, his contribution to the 
genre is unique. The overtures from 

his operas are in truncated sonata 
form: introduction, exposition, 

recapitulation/sequence, and coda. 
The style is always light without  

any excess of emotion and full  
of Parisian elegance. Recording  
these works for the first time in 
history, I took particular care in 

respecting the original metronome 
markings, adopting double dotted 

rhythms and allowing the music to 
remain always light. The history of 

recorded opera would not  
be complete without Auber’s  

immense contribution. 

– Dario Salvi
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https://www.naxos.com/person/Dario_Salvi/323089.htm
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About the Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice
The Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra 
Pardubice is valued for its stylistic interpretations 
and the extraordinary quality of its orchestral 
sound, and it is rightly ranked amongst the 
world’s leading representatives of Czech musical 
culture. It often performs at the most prestigious 
festivals in the Czech Republic and venues 
throughout Europe such as the Concertgebouw 
in Amsterdam, the Musikverein in Vienna, and the 
Meistersingerhalle in Nuremberg among many others. Outside Europe the orchestra has performed in Japan 
and toured extensively around America. Aside from concerts, the orchestra regularly engages in operatic and 
theatre projects and has recorded dozens of successful albums on record labels including Naxos.

For the full list of the Czech Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra Pardubice’s complete Naxos discography, please visit 
www.naxos.com/orchestrainfo/Czech_Chamber_Philharmonic_Orchestra__Pardubice/153152.htm.
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More releases of Auber’s music on Naxos
‘Engaging and 
entertainingl.’  
– Gramophone

7 30099 04367 0

    

8.660436

‘The operative word 
in listening to these 
overtures [is] fun. 
They’re upbeat, 
ebullient, and catchy, 
and they are spiritedly 
performed.’  
– Fanfare

7 47313 35537 2

    8.573553

    

‘What this [disc] offers 
is simply a wealth of 
well-made instrumental 
music that is very 
much of its time and 
is performed with 
considerable élan.’  
– Infodad.com     

‘Vivid and particularly 
dramatic performances 
of a vast collection of 
Haydn overtures, most 
of them not very well 
known and certainly 
worth to be played.’  
– Pizzicato     

7 47313 35687 4 7 47313 34887 9

Other recordings of overtures by the  
Czech Chamber Philharmonic

   8.573568 8.573488    

https://www.naxos.com/person/Czech_Chamber_Philharmonic_Orchestra__Pardubice/153152.htm
https://www.naxos.com/person/Czech_Chamber_Philharmonic_Orchestra__Pardubice/153152.htm
http://www.naxos.com/orchestrainfo/Czech_Chamber_Philharmonic_Orchestra__Pardubice/153152.htm
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660436
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573553
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573568
https://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.573488

